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Abrams tank near Khalidiyah, Iraq, a
town approximately 40 miles west of
Baghdad. An enemy sniper was preying
on that tank crew and Sergeant
Terando’s tank crew was disbursed to
clear the sniper. After a successful
evacuation of the tank crew, Sergeant
Terando was fatally wounded in the
course of this engagement and gave the
ultimate sacrifice for his country.

Grundy County is my home county
and Sergeant Terando was Grundy
County’s first casualty of Operation
Iraqi Freedom. He was honored during
his service with the National Defense
Service Medal; the Global War on Ter-
ror Medal; the Iraq Campaign Medal;
the Combat Infantry Badge for heroism
in the line of fire; the Armed Forces
Reserves Medal with M-Device; the
Army Service Ribbon; Parachute
Badge; Ranger Tab; and a Weapons
Qualification Badge, Expert Rifle.
Posthumously, Sergeant Terando was
honored with the Bronze Star for brav-
ery in combat; the Purple Heart; the
Meritorious Service Award; and a Good
Conduct Medal.

Sergeant Terando’s heroism was hon-
ored by the presentation to his parents,
Jerry and Jeanine Terando, of the Gold
Star, signifying that their son gave his
life in combat.

Sergeant Terando left many friends
in Morris, Illinois, and this legislation
will honor his memory and his patri-
otic service to our Nation. Liocal vet-
erans have always reminded me that it
is important to honor our soldiers and
veterans every day. By naming our
post office in our hometown of Morris,
Illinois, after Sergeant Joshua
Terando, we effectively honor all of
them.

Our thanks to Sergeant Terando and
his family, and the honor of renaming
this post office can never match the
gift which Joshua has given our Na-
tion. This honor merely represents
that we will never forget the sacrifice
which he and all who have died serving
our Nation have made for all of us. We
are eternally grateful.

I know that we all maintain the fam-
ily of Sergeant Terando and those of
his fallen comrades in our prayers. I
ask again that you join me in honoring
and remembering this extraordinary
young man, whose heroism exemplifies
everything that America stands for. I
ask for your support for H.R. 5428, the
Joshua A. Terando Morris Post Office
Designation Act.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
urge all Members to support the pas-
sage of H.R. 5428, as amended, the Josh-
ua A. Terando Princeton Post Office
Building, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5428, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

————

HONORING THE LIFE AND ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS OF THE LATE ROB-
ERT E. O'CONNOR, JR.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 983) honoring
the life and accomplishments of the
late Robert E. O’Connor, Jr.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 983

Whereas Robert E. O’Connor, Jr., was a
life-long resident of the City of Pittsburgh;

Whereas Mr. O’Connor was a dedicated hus-
band and father, who was married to Judy
Levine for more than 40 years and who raised
three children;

Whereas Mr. O’Connor was a successful en-
trepreneur and businessman for more than
two decades;

Whereas Mr. O’Connor was actively in-
volved in his church and community service,
serving on the Board of Directors of Car-
negie-Mellon University, Gateway Rehabili-
tation Institute, the Sudden Infant Death
Syndrome Alliance, The Caring Foundation,
and Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Hall;

Whereas Mr. O’Connor loved the City and
his community so much that he left the pri-
vate sector in 1992 to serve on the Pittsburgh
City Council, where he served his community
effectively until 2003;

Whereas Mr. O’Connor served two terms as
Pittsburgh City Council President;

Whereas Mr. O’Connor served the City of
Pittsburgh and all of southwestern Pennsyl-
vania in a high-ranking position in the gov-
ernment of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania for a year;

Whereas Mr. O’Connor was elected the 58th
Mayor of Pittsburgh in 2005;

Whereas Mr. O’Connor, as the Mayor of
Pittsburgh, inspired the citizens of the City
of Pittsburgh with his bold, clear vision for
a revitalized, vibrant community;

Whereas Mr. O’Connor, after being sworn
in as Mayor in January of 2006, began moving
forward energetically with plans to make
that vision a reality;

Whereas Mr. O’Connor, only seven months
into his first term in office, was diagnosed
with a primary central nervous system
lymphoma;

Whereas Mr. O’Connor, after a valiant
struggle to fight this aggressive form of can-
cer, passed away on September 1, 2006;

Whereas Mr. O’Connor was widely re-
spected and loved for his warmth, friendli-
ness, intelligence, integrity, and his dedica-
tion to the City of Pittsburgh;

Whereas Mr. O’Connor is remembered for
his common sense, his many accomplish-
ments, his long record of public service, and
his dedication to the City of Pittsburgh;

Whereas the citizens of the City of Pitts-
burgh have suffered a grievous loss in the un-
timely early death of this popular and tal-
ented leader; and

Whereas the example set by Mr. O’Connor
in both his public and private life was exem-
plary: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—
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(1) has learned with profound sorrow of the
death of Bob O’Connor;

(2) recognizes Bob O’Connor as a role model
of entrepreneurship, civic engagement, and
public service in southwestern Pennsylvania
and throughout the entire Nation;

(3) expresses its deep gratitude to Bob
O’Connor for working tirelessly on behalf of
the citizens of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania;

(4) extends condolences to his wife, Judy,
his children, Heidy, Terrence, and Corey, his
extended family, and his many friends; and

(5) extends condolences to the residents of
the City of Pittsburgh.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the resolution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, a lifelong resident of
the city of Pittsburgh and a devoted
husband and father of three, Robert E.
O’Connor, Jr., brought compassion and
dedication to every project that he un-
dertook.

His political career began in 1991
when he won a Pittsburgh City Council
seat, and his tenure with the council
set the tone for the rest of his career.

Mr. O’Connor was passionate about
giving the citizens of his city tangible
results and focused on making neigh-
borhoods safe, on cleaning up the
streets, and giving city workers the
tools they needed to do their job.

Mr. O’Connor became president of the
council in 1998; and after waiting pa-
tiently while continuing to serve his
city, he won the mayor’s election in
2005. As mayor, Mr. O’Connor devoted
himself to fixing Pittsburgh’s financial
problems and fostering relationships
with the county and State govern-
ments. His leadership and friendship
were what defined him to the citizens
that he served, and one resident spoke
of him by calling him ‘‘a pillar that
cannot be shaken.”

Just 185 days into his administration
as mayor, Mr. O’Connor was admitted
to the hospital and was eventually di-
agnosed with primary central nervous
system lymphoma. He bravely fought
the disease until he passed away on
September 1, 2006; and he leaves behind
him a legacy of integrity, compassion,
dedication, and intelligence that the
city of Pittsburgh will not forget.

I urge all Members to come together
to recognize the remarkable life and
accomplishments of Mr. Robert E.
O’Connor by adopting House Resolu-
tion 983.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure to yield such time as
he might consume to the sponsor of
this resolution, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. DOYLE).

Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to offer this resolution honoring
the life and accomplishments of the
late Robert E. O’Connor, Jr.

Mr. Speaker, as you know, the city of
Pittsburgh recently lost its mayor, Bob
O’Connor, to a rare but deadly form of
cancer. He checked into the hospital
with what we all thought was flu in
early July, and he passed away after a
valiant fight against cancer on Sep-
tember 1.

Mr. Speaker, every cancer death is a
tragedy, of course. What makes this
death so significant is the impact that
it has had on the city of Pittsburgh.

Bob O’Connor was a true son of Pitts-
burgh. He was born and raised there.
He went to church there. He went to
school there. He worked in the steel
mills in his youth. He went on to great
success as a businessman and entre-
preneur. And, finally, more than 20
years ago, he began a distinguished ca-
reer in public service.

Now, a record of public service like
his deserves recognition in its own
right, but Bob O’Connor was not your
typical public servant. He was an intel-
ligent, outgoing, charismatic man,
widely respected for his ability to bring
people together and for his commit-
ment to the city of Pittsburgh. Every-
body knew Bob, and I daresay every-
body loved him.

Our community was excited and en-
thusiastic about the good things that
he and his administration were going
to do for the city. That is why his
death has been such a blow to the citi-
zens of Pittsburgh. I would like to take
some time this afternoon to share a lit-
tle more about this remarkable man
with my colleagues.

Bob O’Connor was born December 9,
1944, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the
son of Robert E. O’Connor, Sr., a truck
mechanic and combat veteran, and
Mary Anne Dever O’Connor, a full-time
homemaker. He grew up in Pittsburgh
and graduated from Taylor Allderdice
High School in 1962. For the next 5
years, Bob worked in the Jones &
Laughlin steel mill. During that same
period of time, he courted his future
wife, Judy Levine, who was also a grad-
uate of Taylor Allderdice High School.

The two eloped to West Virginia and
were married there in 1964, and they
enjoyed 41 wonderful years of marriage
together. They subsequently had three
children, Heidy, Terrence and Corey, of
whom they were both very proud.

Throughout his adult life, Bob was
actively involved in his church and his
community. He was active first in St.
Philomena’s Roman Catholic Church
and then St. Rosalia’s, and he served
on the Board of Directors of Carnegie-
Mellon University, Gateway Rehabili-
tation Institute, the Sudden Infant
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Death Syndrome Alliance, The Caring
Foundation, and Soldiers and Sailors
Memorial Hall.

In 1967, Bob entered the restaurant
business with several of his in-laws,
and over the next two decades he
achieved great success in these endeav-
ors, eventually becoming executive
vice president of a regional restaurant
chain.

In 1990, Bob left his successful career
in the private sector to run for public
office. He sought and won a seat on
Pittsburgh’s city council and served on
that council with distinction for the
next 12 years, serving as council presi-
dent for four of those years.

Bob had a strong, clear vision for re-
vitalizing the city of Pittsburgh, a vi-
sion that sometimes was at odds with
the agenda of then-Mayor Tom Mur-
phy. Consequently, during his years on
city council, Bob ran twice unsuccess-
fully for mayor in 1997 and again in
2001. He ran strong, competitive races
and came very close to winning, losing
to Mr. Murphy in 2001 by only 699
votes.

In 2003, Bob left city council to serve
his community running the Governor
of Pennsylvania’s regional office cov-
ering the southwestern section of the
Commonwealth. But he felt so strongly
about his vision for renewing Pitts-
burgh that he left that position after a
year and ran for mayor for a third time
last year. He won in a landslide, and he
was sworn into office as the 58th mayor
of the city of Pittsburgh last January.

This new administration was wel-
comed enthusiastically by all of Pitts-
burgh, and the mayor began to imple-
ment his plans for revitalizing our
downtown, solving the city’s budget
woes and stemming the city’s ongoing
population loss. Even his political op-
ponents wished him well and bore him
no ill will.

Sadly, earlier this summer, just as
Bob’s efforts were picking up steam, he
was diagnosed with primary central
nervous system lymphoma, an ex-
tremely rare form of cancer. True to
form, Bob opted for an aggressive
treatment regimen that his doctors be-
lieved offered the best hope for a cure.
The initial results of his treatment
were promising, but in late August his
health took a turn for the worse; and
he passed away, surrounded by his fam-
ily, on September 1.

Bob is survived by his wife, Judy, his
daughter Heidy, his son Corey, and his
son Father Terrence, and three grand-
daughters, Kennedy, McKenzie and
Delaney.

I am pleased to note that Judy
O’Connor, Heidy Garth, Corey O’Con-
nor, Father Terrence O’Connor, Bob’s
granddaughters Kennedy, McKenzie
and Delaney Garth, his sister-in-law
DeeDee Pelled, his niece Maya Beck,
and Judy’s brothers, Larry Levine and
Buddy Klemp, along with close family
friends Mike Corey and Bob
JabonowsKi, are here in the House gal-
lery today to witness consideration of
this legislation, which I believe will be
approved overwhelmingly.
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I would like to recognize them and
ask them to stand. I would ask that the
House give its greeting. Thank you so
much for being here. I am pleased that
they could all be here in person to see
the House honor a man they all loved
so deeply.

I would like to ask all of the House
to vote for this overwhelmingly be-
cause Bob O’Connor was not just an-
other elected official. He was a man of
great worth, generosity, vision and in-
tegrity. He was a successful business-
man and a widely respected public
servant with a distinguished record of
service and a potential for even greater
accomplishments.

His untimely death at the age of 61,
so soon after beginning his first term
as mayor, has deeply saddened the resi-
dents of Pittsburgh as well as his fam-
ily and friends. I am proud to claim
him as a good friend of mine, and I will
miss him deeply. Pittsburgh has lost a
promising leader.

I have introduced this resolution
with my colleague from Pittsburgh,
Congressman Tim Murphy, to honor
Bob O’Connor’s life, mourn his loss,
and extend the House of Representa-
tives’ condolences to his family,
friends and constituents. We felt that
it was fitting that the Nation officially
recognize his passing in this manner.

I urge my colleagues in the House to
join me in paying our respects to this
quintessential American, family man,
businessman, man of faith, philan-
thropist and public servant, and in
celebrating his remarkable life.

| would like to close by thanking Majority
Leader BOEHNER for his help in scheduling
consideration of this resolution in such short
order.

| would also like to thank Chairman DAvIS
and Ranking Member WAXMAN for moving this
legislation quickly through the Government
Reform Committee.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WELLER). The Chair would remind
Members not to draw attention to visi-
tors in the gallery.

O 1445

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield such time as he may consume to
the distinguished gentleman from the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (Mr.
MURPHY).

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for yielding to me.

Now, you have to imagine what it
was like to meet Mayor Bob O’Connor.
He was not a man of great physical
stature and height, but he made up for
it with what one reporter, Rich Lord,
referred to him as a large tuft of
whipped cream white hair that stood
high upon his head, and he loved to get
out throughout the City of Pittsburgh.
He was one that was very much hands
on. Whether it was a set of stairs in the
city that was falling into disrepair or
checking out potholes or just walking
down the street, there was Bob O’Con-
nor. In fact, one of his last public acts
was to be on top of a cherry picker
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where he personally installed the first
wireless system for the city because he
wanted the Nation to see a wireless
downtown Pittsburgh for the Major
League Baseball All-Star game.

Now, he also had a plan going at that
time to ‘‘redd up’ the city. Now, for
the purpose of the RECORD and for the
Nation, it is important to know that in
Pittsburgh this type of ‘redd” is
spelled r-e-d-d, and it does not mean
you paint the town red, but it is a term
that means to make ready, much like,
as we would say in the Burg, ‘‘yinz
going to get redd up for this event,”
meaning make things look good in the
city. And that is, indeed, what the
mayor was about to do, when suddenly
he and his family were hit with a diag-
nosis that he had cancer, a very rare
cancer of which there is really only a
handful of cases that had been diag-
nosed in this Nation, and as rare as the
cancer was itself so was the knowledge
of the treatment for it.

Now, I worked with Mayor O’Connor
over the last decade not only when he
was on city council but also when he
represented Governor Rendell for
southwestern Pennsylvania and then
finally as mayor of the City of Pitts-
burgh. I am pleased to have called him
friend, although I found, attending his
funeral that was packed at the cathe-
dral, that so many called him friend,
and, indeed, that only seemed natural
because you could not help be around
Bob O’Connor and not leave the room
feeling that you had made a new friend
forever. Indeed, this man’s compassion
for love and affection is one that I
would see, that he and Judy’s wedding
would be measured as lasting an eter-
nity and not just a few decades.

What struck me most about this
wonderful, kind, and gentle man is he
was a person who personified the best
in what a public servant can be. He cer-
tainly was a gracious, affable man, a
tireless worker, and a leader who sin-
cerely wanted to improve the lives of
Pittsburgh. I know whenever I talked
to him about issues, although I do not
personally represent the City of Pitts-
burgh itself, whenever we spoke about
issues in the remainder of south-
western Pennsylvania, he would say
that what was good for the city was
good for the region and what was good
for the region was good for the city.
And because he took down those bar-
riers, it made him all the more pleas-
ant to work with. But in addition, he
took down political barriers perhaps
because, as a professional businessman,
he worked for a couple of decades man-
aging a chain of restaurants and he
learned about the importance of put-
ting the customer first. His people-ori-
ented personal policy helped him set
aside the politics in discussions.

He was perhaps most admired for
being a man of his word. A handshake
was a true contract. And all of us, un-
fortunately, live in an era of extreme
partisanship at all government levels.
When we sit here in this Chamber and
we watch debate, too often what should
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be discussed as policy turns into ran-
cor. Accusations fly back and forth,
and as such, the Nation who may sit
and watch C-SPAN or be in the gallery
watching this proceeding sometimes
wonder if we can get along at all. In-
deed, we do recognize that we do get
some things done in this Chamber, but
it is unfortunate, actually tragic, that
sometimes the issues of politics stand
so far above policy that the public, in-
deed, just continues to wonder what is
it that comes first. But that was not
my experience with Bob O’Connor.

It is important to know that he was
the kind of guy that perhaps the best
compliment you could say about him is
you never had to look over your shoul-
der because what you said to him
would be held in confidence, would not
end up in a newspaper or show up in a
campaign ad. That was not how he did
things. You knew that he was honest,
congenial, and pragmatic. And even
when Mayor O’Connor or President of
Council O’Connor had conflicts, I don’t
recall his ever turning it into a public
session of whining or political smear-
ing. Rather, he handled it in a profes-
sional manner.

One of the ways that we can mark
the hope that his death brought was
comments made by his son the Rev-
erend Terry O’Connor, when he said
that ‘“This is a day marked with much
sadness. It is also a day filled with a
tremendous amount of hope,” he said
at his father’s funeral, ‘“hope in God’s
loving and mysterious plan for my dad
and for us all.” He recalled a time
when in the 1990s there was a big bliz-
zard in Pittsburgh, and Bob O’Connor,
being the sort of man he was, made
sure all the kids got in their car, slip-
ping and sliding and fishtailing a bit
down the street to get to mass, saying
there were about five or so other people
in attendance, and he said, ‘I guar-
antee you they all walked.”

Bob O’Connor lived the Golden Rule,
believing to do unto others as you
would have them do unto you. Indeed,
that was his motivation for getting
into politics. He wanted to help people.
He helped start the Caring Place in
Pittsburgh, a facility used to help chil-
dren who lost loved ones, a place that
is remembered by so many other peo-
ple.

I will miss Bob O’Connor, as will so
many people of Pittsburgh; of St.
Rosalia Parish; of Greenfield; of every-
body from the Giant Eagle, where he
shopped, to the coffee places he got his
coffee every day. We will miss him be-
cause of his generosity, his friendship,
his kind Irish smile. But we are so very
grateful for what he left behind, a won-
derful caring family who carry on his
legacy and, above all that, a Pitts-
burgh, which is a grateful, grateful
town of Pennsylvania, which is a grate-
ful State for not just what he left but
for what he left all of us, inspiration
and hope for the future.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
it is now my pleasure to yield such
time as she may consume to the Demo-
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cratic leader and the distinguished gen-
tlewoman from California, Representa-
tive Nancy Pelosi.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAviIs) for yielding.

I am honored to join our colleagues
Mr. MURPHY and Mr. DOYLE to pay trib-
ute to a great American. I thank Con-
gresswoman ROS-LEHTINEN also for her
work for bringing this important legis-
lation to the floor, important because
we are honoring a person who made a
contribution to every aspect of Amer-
ican life, who served as mayor for a
very short time, a matter of months,
not a full year, but although the time
was short, the mark was a deep and a
great one.

I had the privilege of meeting the
mayor at the invitation of Congress-
man DOYLE in Pittsburgh earlier this
year, really the beginning of the sum-
mer, and at that time we had no
knowledge of the diagnosis. In fact, the
opportunity to be welcomed to Pitts-
burgh was one that I appreciated enor-
mously. And the mayor made an im-
pression from the start. As a mother of
five children myself, I started to talk
about my children; he started talking
about his. He told me how proud he was
of all of his children, of Heidy and of
Father Terrence and of Corey, and he
said, My son is a priest, my wife is
Jewish. We have a mixed marriage, and
you figure that out. But it showed the
building of bridges, the love and
warmth of a family and the support
that they gave this very special man.

Bob O’Connor, Mr. Mayor, under-
stood the private sector. He understood
the public sector, and he understood
everything in between. Community
service, the nonprofit sector, where he
was so active. So as the House Demo-
cratic leader, I want to rise and join
Mr. MURPHY and Mr. DOYLE in a bipar-
tisan way and associate myself with
the wonderful remarks they both made
about their mayor, the mayor of their
city, and to extend condolences to
Judy, whom obviously he had enor-
mous respect, affection, and love for.
He talked about her the entire lunch
when he wasn’t talking about Heidy,
Father Terrence, and Corey, and about
the great City of Pittsburgh, which he
loved. He was so excited about the All-
Star game, just talked about the All-
Star game and, as Congressman MUR-
PHY said, how the city was ‘‘redding
up”’ for the All-Star game. How 1
wished he could have attended it in the
glory of the new mayor of the city. In-
stead, God decided that his mark would
be a short one but, again, a great one.

And I am so pleased that the House
of Representatives brings honor to this
House in honoring Mayor Bob O’Con-
nor. And I thank my colleagues for giv-
ing us this opportunity to pay tribute
to him, to extend our condolences to
Judy, Corey, Father Terrence, and
Heidy, and to all who love and re-
spected Mayor Bob O’Connor.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
the memory of Mayor Robert O’Con-
nor, Jr. and to support House Resolu-
tion 983.

As has been indicated, Bob O’Con-
nor’s decade-long goal to become the
mayor of Pittsburgh came to fruition
this past January. Humbled by his po-
litical success, O’Connor stood at his
inauguration ceremony before a crowd
of supporters who braved subfreezing
temperatures, and he spoke of eco-
nomic renewal and of bridging divides
that existed between various commu-
nities in Pittsburgh. His message of
unification and revitalization was well
received.

Sadly, Mr. O’Connor would have only
a short time to implement his dream
for the City of Pittsburgh. Six months
into office, he was diagnosed with T
cell lymphoma, a rare cancer of the
brain and spinal cord. Mayor O’Con-
nor’s case was advanced, and his fight
would last only 2 months. On Sep-
tember 1, 2006, Mayor O’Connor suc-
cumbed to cancer, and Pittsburgh lost
a leader of business, politics, and phi-
lanthropy.

Like so many of Pittsburgh’s native
sons and daughters, Mayor O’Connor
began his career in the steel mills.
Hard work later led him to become a
leader in business as the head of the
Pappan chain of restaurants.

Mayor O’Connor’s interests reflected
his commitment to the city. By sitting
on the boards of the Carnegie-Mellon
University, the Gateway Rehabilita-
tion Institute, the Sudden Infant Death
Syndrome Alliance, the Caring Foun-
dation, and the Soldiers and Sailors
Memorial Hall, Mayor O’Connor sup-
ported some of the finest organizations
in Pittsburgh. All of the organizations
gave to the community and reflected
O’Connor’s commitment to the public
good and the welfare of others.

Mayor O’Connor’s desire to give
something back to Pittsburgh led him
into public service in 1992, when he
first was elected to the Pittsburgh City
Council. He served on the council for
the next decade, all the while attaining
leadership roles that included two
terms as the council’s president. When
he left the council, he continued to
work for the public by working for
Governor Ed Rendell. Those who knew
O’Connor well said that O’Connor
achieved his dream when he was elect-
ed mayor of Pittsburgh and that the
victory represented O’Connor’s sound
philosophy of revitalization for the
city, his kind demeanor, and a sharp
intellect.

Mayor O’Connor is survived by his
wife, Judy; daughter, Heidy; and sons,
Corey and Terrence. As a true dem-
onstration of his commitment to the
public good, Mayor O’Connor’s family
requested that mourners who wish to
express their condolences make dona-
tions to either the Sudden Infant
Death Syndrome Alliance or the Leu-
kemia Lymphoma Society, two organi-
zations he and his family cared deeply
about.
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Pittsburgh mourns the loss of Mayor
Bob O’Connor and we join them today.
I send my deepest condolences to the
O’Connor family and to the City of
Pittsburgh, and I urge passage of House
Resolution 983.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
urge all Members to support the adop-
tion of House Resolution 983 honoring
the life of Mr. Robert E. O’Connor, Jr.

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in sup-
port of H. Res. 983, which honors the life of
Mayor Robert E. O’Connor.

Throughout his life, Mayor O’Connor was an
active member of our community. He was a
successful businessman and public servant
who had an energetic and hopeful vision for
Pittsburgh.

More importantly, he was a loving husband
for more than 40 years and raised three chil-
dren—an accomplishment | am sure he held
very close to his heart.

| will remember Mayor O’Connor fondly and
| hope his family can find some comfort in the
many accomplishments he had throughout his
life.

| want to thank my fellow Pennsylvania col-
leagues for introducing and cosponsoring this
measure to honor the life of Mayor O’Connor
and | want to thank the House of Representa-
tives for considering it in a timely manner.

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, as part of the
debate on House Resolution 983, | ask unani-
mous consent that the following statement
from Mayor Luke Ravenstahl of Pittsburgh be
included in the RECORD:

Bob O’Connor was more than just the
Mayor of Pittsburgh. He was our friend, and
will be dearly missed. He left behind a dy-
namic and exciting agenda for Pittsburgh’s
renewal. His words and actions will serve as
a model to my tenure as mayor of the City
of Pittsburgh.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MURPHY). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 983.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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PUEBLO DE SAN ILDEFONSO
CLAIMS SETTLEMENT ACT OF 2005

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
Senate bill (S. 1773) to resolve certain
Native American claims in New Mex-
ico, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

S. 1773

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Pueblo de
San Ildefonso Claims Settlement Act of
2005,

H6379

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS AND PURPOSES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this Act:

(1) ADMINISTRATIVE ACCESS.—The term ‘‘ad-
ministrative access’” means the unrestricted
use of land and interests in land for ingress
and egress by an agency of the United States
(including a permittee, contractor, agent, or
assignee of the United States) in order to
carry out an activity authorized by law or
regulation, or otherwise in furtherance of
the management of federally-owned land and
resources.

(2) CoUNTY.—The term ‘County’” means
the incorporated county of Los Alamos, New
Mexico.

(3) LOS ALAMOS AGREEMENT.—The term
“Los Alamos Agreement’” means the agree-
ment among the County, the Pueblo, the De-
partment of Agriculture Forest Service, and
the Bureau of Indian Affairs dated January
22, 2004.

(4) LOS ALAMOS TOWNSITE LAND.—‘‘Los Ala-
mos Townsite Land’’ means the land identi-
fied as Attachment B (dated December 12,
2003) to the Los Alamos Agreement.

(5) NORTHERN TIER LAND.—‘‘Northern Tier
Land” means the land comprising approxi-
mately 739.71 acres and identified as ‘‘North-
ern Tier Lands” in Appendix B (dated August
3, 2004) to the Settlement Agreement.

(6) PENDING LITIGATION.—The term ‘Pend-
ing Litigation’ means the case styled Pueblo
of San Ildefonso v. United States, Docket
Number 354, originally filed with the Indian
Claims Commission and pending in the
United States Court of Federal Claims on the
date of enactment of this Act.

(7) PUEBLO.—The term ‘‘Pueblo’” means the
Pueblo de San Ildefonso, a federally recog-
nized Indian tribe (also known as the ‘‘Pueb-
lo of San Ildefonso’’).

(8) SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT.—The term
“Settlement Agreement’” means the agree-
ment entitled ‘‘Settlement Agreement be-
tween the United States and the Pueblo de
San Ildefonso to Resolve All of the Pueblo’s
Land Title and Trespass Claims’ and dated
June 7, 2005.

(9) SETTLEMENT AREA LAND.—The term
‘“Settlement Area Land’” means the National
Forest System land located within the Santa
Fe National Forest, as described in Appendix
B to the Settlement Agreement, that is
available for purchase by the Pueblo under
section 9(a) of the Settlement Agreement.

(10) SETTLEMENT FUND.—The term ‘‘Settle-
ment Fund’ means the Pueblo de San
Ildefonso Land Claims Settlement Fund es-
tablished by section 6.

(11) S1sK ACT.—The term ‘‘Sisk Act’ means
Public Law 90-171 (commonly known as the
“Sisk Act”) (16 U.S.C. 484a).

(12) WATER SYSTEM LAND.—The term
“Water System Land” means the federally-
owned land located within the Santa Fe Na-
tional Forest to be conveyed to the County
under the Los Alamos Agreement.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act
are—

(1) to finally dispose, as set forth in sec-
tions 4 and 5, of all rights, claims, or de-
mands that the Pueblo has asserted or could
have asserted against the United States with
respect to any and all claims in the Pending
Litigation;

(2) to extinguish claims based on aborigi-
nal title, Indian title, or recognized title, or
any other title claims under section 5;

(3) to authorize the Pueblo to acquire the
Settlement Area Land, and to authorize the
Secretary of Agriculture to convey the
Water System Land, the Northern Tier Land,
and the Los Alamos Townsite Land for mar-
ket value consideration, and for such consid-
eration to be paid to the Secretary of Agri-
culture for the acquisition of replacement
National Forest land elsewhere in New Mex-
ico;
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